Pay nana 


GOSPEL ADVOC 


ATE. 


ee 








“WE LOVE HIM BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED Us,” 





TWO DOLLARS PER ANNUM,,..,....TO BE PAID HALF YEARLY IN ADVANCE. 





VOL. IV. 


GOSPEL ADVOCA' 
*” pyatisHBD EVERY PRIDAY BY 


sIMmoN BURTON. 
wa. S. Bverett, Boitor, 


[P No SUBSCRIPTION RECEIVED FOR LESS THAN ONg 
YEAR, AND NO PAPER DISCONTINUED UNTIL 
ALL ARREARAGES ARE PAID, UNLESS AT 
THE PISCRETION OF THE PUBLISHFR. 


A DiscoURSsE 
Qn the Day of Judgment, by W. J. Reese, 
Preacher of the Gospel ; pronounced at 
West Bloomfield, Sept. 29, 1826. 
PUBLISHED BY REQUEST. 
(Continued from page 300.) 
ist. Peter speaks of this day of judgment as 
near, The persons spoken of in the context, 
were to bring upon themselves ‘ swift destruc- 
tion.” Their judgment lingered pot and their 
damnation slumbered not, see verses 1—4, 
But could this be if the day of judgment to them 
referred to the end of the material world? Two 
thousand years have nearly passed away already, 
and how long ye? to the end of this world no map 
can certainly say. We are award, that many 
Christian writers have admitted, thatthe apos- 
tles and first Christians thought tbat the day of 
judgment was.to happen during their lifetime. 
This admission has afforded Gibbon and other 
infidel writers an unanswerable argument against 
Christianity. ‘The fact proves, that they were 
mistaken, and if mistaken in this very impor 
tant article, what credit can be given to any 
thing they have said, It in short destroys their 
whole testimony. But admitting, that by the 
day of judgment, the day of God’s vengeance 
on the Jews was meant, this objection is en- 
tirely removed, the ¢redit of the inspired wri- 
ters is established, and Christianity is reconi- 
mended to infilels as a revelation from, Heav- 
en. I consider it to be sume evidence, that 
my views of the day of judgment are correct, 
that they fully and fairly remove this objection 
cut of the way of infidels, 
2d; The persons to be punished at the day 
of judgment here mentioned, and the nature 
of their punishment, point to the day of God's 
vengeance on the Jews, and not toa day of 
general judgment at the end of this material 
world. Let it be noticed, that Peter does not 
make use of language expressive of a day of 
general judgment. - He does not say, the Lord 
knoweth how to r@serve all the unjust unto a 
day of judgment to be punishedy ..Nor dows 
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the text, or the context, say, that this day 
jot nt was to be at the end of this world. 

othing like this is intimated. Peter from the 
scope of the context, is evidently speaking of 
persons from whom Christians in his day were 
enduring grials or temptations, and he informs 
them for their consolation, that-the Lord knew 
how to deliver them out of their temptations, 
and to reserve the unjust from whom they 
were suffering to a day of judgment to bé 
punished. Now, those Christians to whom 
Peter wrote, knew from what our Lord had said, 
Matt. 24th, and other sources, thata day of aw- 
ful vengeance was coming on the unbelieving 
perse¢uting Jews, during that generation. It 
was e®pected, and looked for with earnest an- 
ticipation, as thejperiod when their redemption 
should draw nigh, see Matt. 24th, &c. Some 
of them no doubt had heard our Lord call this 
very day, ‘ the day of judgment.’ Peter’s lan- 
guage Was not new to them. Indeed, in no 
other sensé could they understand it, for by 
no sacred writer had this expression been used 
in the sense in which itis now used among us.” 
“ In concluding my remarks on this passage, I 
shall briefly notice the declaration, ‘the Lord 
knoweth how to reserve the unjust unto the 
day of judgment to be punished.’ The gener- 
al meaning of the word rendered reserve is, 
‘tokeep, or reserve something until after- 
wérds.’ If the question is here asked, to re- 
serve or keep the unjust till after what? Thé 
auswer is, until the Lord hath delivered the 
godly out of their temptations, The Antedi- 
luvians were not punished until after God had 
delivered Noah, and shut him safely up in the 
Ark. The Sodomites were not punished until 
Lot had escaped from Sodom. ‘* Haste 
thee,’ said the angel to Lot, ¢ for I cannot do 
any thing till ‘thou be come thither.’ The 
Lord also reserved the unbelieving Jews, until 
after his disciples had left the city and were 
safe in Pella. Seeing the signs given by our 
Lord, Matt. 24th they left it. hen and not 
till then, did the wrath of God come on them 
to the uttermost. ‘ 

2 Peter iii. 7, is the next passage. “ But 
the heavensand the earth which are now, by 
the same word are kept in store, reserved unto 
fire against the day of judgment (eis hemerau 
kriseos) and perdition of ungodly men.” The 
Greek phrase here is the same as in the pre- 
ceding text, is used by the same writer, and in 
the same epistle. The presumption is, that 
the apostle wed it in the same sense as in the 





preceding texts. It is not probable, that in 
the couree ef a fow vemes, he should ohange 
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its sense.” Should any thing di 
prehended, from the saying here, that the heav- 
ens and the earth are reserved unto fire against 
the day of judgment, &c. and seize on the vul- 
gar notion, that the material earth and heavens 
are, to be burned up, I beg it may be noticed, 
that it will then remain to be proved, that the 
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vation, 1 epistle, iii, 20, where it seems on| 
an allusions is made to the subject, yet it aligh: 
‘to be deemed sufficient, if nothing were said 
of them, to counterbalance all the Opposite, as 
‘the scriptures maintain a total silence, as ty 
any punishment reserved for them in a futur, 
' states or their being reserved to any othegjude. 


heavens and earth, mentioned verse 13, are al- | ment than that in which they received an @guitg. 


so to be literal, which the Christians, in those | 


days expected to continue in the flesh to enjoy. 
« But the new heavens and earth are allowed 
to signify the establishment of the new dispen- 
sation, which is often called the kingdom of 
heaven in scripture ; and inthe language of the 
Old Testament, new heavens ard new earth. 
See Isa, Ixv. 17—20. and, xvi, 22.” And * the 
former,” which were not to be ‘* remembered, 
por come into mind,” mentioned in the same 
passage in Isaiah were the old establishment, 
or Jewish dispensation “ reserved unto fire.” 

1 John iv. 17, is the only other text in 
which the expression * the day of judgment’ 
occurs. ‘ Herein is our love made perfect, 
that we may have boldness in the day of judg- 
ment, (en fe hemera tes kriseos.) Because as 
he is, so are we in this world.’ This is the on- 
ly text where this phrase is used with the ar- 
ticle the. It can occasion po serious difficulty 
to my views of this phrase, for if the day of 
God’s judgment on the Jews was a thing ex- 
pected during that generation, and no doubt was 
a subject familiar among Christians, it was 
natural to spe*k of itas the day of judgment. At 
the time John wrote, this day was near,and they 
are exhorted to watchfulness, that they might 
have boldness and not be ashamed before him 
at hiscoming. Compare chap. ii. 18, Matt. 
xviii, 24—51. 

* Such are all the places in the Bible, where 
the phrase ‘ the day of judgment,’ occurs. In 
concluding our remarks” on this part of our 
subject, “ we would ask, if this phrase referred 
to a judgment day at the end of time for all 
mankind, is it not rather surprising that the Old 
Testament writers should say nothing about it? 
Is it not equally strange, that the New Testa- 
ment wrivers, when they do use it, are not 
treating of the end of this world, but of the 
day of vengeance which came on the Jewish 
nation. I ask further, if the sacred writers 
believed just as people do now about this, how 
came it to pass that they preached so little a- 
bout it, compared with preachers in our day ? 
The book of the acts containsa history of the 
Apostles’ preaching for thirty-years, and chap. 
x. 42, xxiv, 25, and xvii. 31, ace the -chief, if 
not all the texts, which would be quoted, that 
they preached this doctrine.”* On the fore- 
going remarks, I submit for. consideration, 
the following observations : 

Ist. Though there be no express mention 
made in the scriptures, but by Peter, concern- 
ing the Antediluvians, as it respects their sal- 


* Balfour's reply to Mr. J. Sabine’s Lectures, pp. 
60—78, with some omissions. . 


ble and condign punishment for Weir sin&” Apa 
all that can be said about the Antediluvians pé.. 
ing cut off from the earth, in which judgment, 
they were punished for their sins, and received 
to happiness, must appear vague and unchris- 
tian, when it is considered, that Noah was not 
only happy in his righteousness, and had been 
during a long and well spent life, while the peo- 
ple were constantly unhappy in proportion to 
their wickedness, but also that he and his fam- 
ily were the only proper persons by whom to 
people the earth after the flood, and wisely 
transmit the records of the times to future gen- 
erations. Noah too, was the only proper per. 
son, which is proved bythe event, to whom \ 
the benevolent Creator of the universe to ex 
press his immutability, by the sign of the bow } 
in the clouds ! 

2d. Neither is there a word said. ir all - the 
Bible, that the Sodomites are to be punished in 
another world and be miserable without end, 
but the very reverse ; See Ez. xvi. 53, .5), 
* When I shall bring again their captivity, the 
captivity of Sodom and her daughters,and the 
captivity of Samaria and her danghters, then wil 
I again bring the captivity of the captives in 
the midst of them. When thy sisters, Sodom 
and her daughters shall return to their former 
estate, and Samaria and her daughters shall re 
turn to their former estate, then thou and thy 
daughters shall return to your former estate.” 
Whoever will impartially consult this whole 
chapter, particularly, from the forty fourth verse 
to the end,cannot but discover, that the sal- 
vation of the people of the cities of the plain, 
is fully pointed out, «Should not this teach 6s 
that all who have or may hereafter die jn simila: 
circumstances with those people who are the 
subjects of this glorious prophecy, are in reach 
of the same mercy and may fare as well as they 
seeing God is no respecter of persons ? 

3d. Nor is there an intimation given that the 
Jews, the subjects of that tremendous judg- 
ment we have been considering, are to be pun- 
nished in a future state, and be miserable with- 
out end, but the very reverse ; see Rom. xi. 
11,12. “I say then,” saysthe Apostle, ‘have 
they stumbled that they should fall ? God for- 
bid ; but rather through their fall salvation is 
come to the Gentiles. Now if the fall of them 
(i. e. the Jews,) be the riches of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them (i. e. the 
Jews) be, but life from the dead.” See the 
whole Chapter, and noth:ng. will be so likely 
to convince an unprejudiced mind of the salva- 
tion of all men, both Jews and Gentiles. 

Having considered the principal texts that. 
are usually brought to support the doctrine of 




























































jfature general judgment, aud having found 
them all, in the light of both scripture and rea- 
son to favor no such hypothesis but a very dif- 
ferent onegit would seom almost, that a further 
notice of fe subject would be unnecessary, if 
it were. not for some other texts which are of- 
tien pressed, though unwarrantably, into the 
si seice I pass then to notice briefly 
sorte of the most prominent of such passages. 
‘The first then, that I shall notice of this class 
js, Matt. vii. 13, 14. “Enter ye in at the strait | 
wate: for wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leadeth to. destruction, and many 
there be whe go in thereat. Because strait 1s | 
the eate,and narrow is the way that leadethun- | 
to life, and few there be that find it.” See ver- 
ses 21, 22, Luke xiii. 24-30. is the parallel 
which see. In these passages there is allusion | 
made to the strait gate or wicket gate which led 
intothe temple. The large gate, which accor- 
ding to Josephus, it required twenty men to o- 


pen and shut, was opened, only on extraordina- 
ry occasions, and the wicket gate for their or- | 


dinary meetings. The Jews had particular 
and stated hours of worship, and all who was 
not there at the appointed time,got no admit- 
tances, but according to the directions of the 
master of the house which were understood, the 
door was shut, which circumstances the disci- 
ples, being Jews, were well acquainted with.— 
And farther, as Dr. Clark observes on the place, 
as from the horrors of the darkness without, 
augmented by the profusion of light within the 
temple, connected with the shame and disgrace 
attending those who were not seasonzbly at 
the temple to obtain admittance, weeping was 
caused; so, at such times, the season was fre- 
quently cold which caused gnashing of teeth._— 
Of this happy and well chosen emblem Jesus 
availed himself to excite his followers to dili- 
gence, and pursues the strait, narrow, and crit- 
ical way pointed and pointing out to them by 
which alone they could escape those unparal- 
leled calamities which came on the Jews.— 
This view is still farther confirmed by the 28th 
verse, “ There shall be weeping aud gnashing 
of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob and ail the prophets in the kingdom 
of God, and you yourselves thrust put; when, 
tike the men of Ninevah and the queen of the 


south, the persons of the Patriarchand proph- _ 


ets are not intended, but that the testimony of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of all the 
prophets should go to confirm the spirituality 
of the reign or kingdom of the Messiah, here on 
earth, called in this text 4s also in many others, 
the kingdom of God, while those who, Jike the 
unbelieving Jews, looked fora temporal king 
and kingdoms, for their unbelieving should be 
cast out. As, when the moment has arrived 
for the Jewish service to commence the dor 
is suddenly closed, so the disciples are exhorted 
to sobriety, watchfulness and prayer, for the 
son of man so was to come as a thief in the night, 
which would be at some particular hour known 
only to God, sce Mark, xiii, 32-37, “ But of 
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that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels which are in heaven, neither the 
son, but the Father. Take ve heed, watch and 
pray: for ye know not when the time is, for the 
son of man is as 2 mantaking a journey who 
Jeft his house, and gave authority to his ser- 
vants,and to every man his work ; and comman- 
ded the porier to watch, Watch ye therefore ; 
for ye know not when the master of the house 
cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cock- 
crowing, or in the morning, least coming sud- 
denly, he find you sleeping. And what I say 
unto you, I say untoall, watch. But this view 
is made still farther evident by the 35 verse of 
the context of this chapter, Luke xiii. which is 


' parallelto Matt. xxiii. 38, 39, where no man 


ever pretended that any other event than the 
close of that dispensation was meant. “ Behold 
your house is left unto you desolate. And 
verily I say unto you; ye shall not see me, un- 
til the time come when ye shall say, blessed is be 
that comethin the name of the Lord.” 

Matt. xiii. 24, 30, is the next, which is the 
parable of the tares of the ficld. But as we 
are chiefly concerned about the meaning, we 
shall quote the explanation as given by our 
Lord in the same chapter verses 37, 43, “ He 
answered and said unto them, He that sowed 
the good seed is the son of man; The field is 
the world, the good seed are the children 
of the kingdom, but the tares are the children 
of the wicked one; the enemy that sowed 
them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the 
world, and the reapers are the angels. As 
therefore, the tares are gathéred and burned 
in the fire; so shall it be at the end of this 
world. The son of man shall send forth his an- 
gels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom 
all things that offend, and them who do iniqui- 
ty, and shali cast them into a furnace of fire; 
there shall be wailing and guashing of teeth.— 
Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father, who hath ears 
to hear let him hear.” ‘Though this explana- 
tion of our Lord is plain and intelligible, and 
contains nothing repugnant to the views I have 
advanced, yet the cbmmon translation of it, and 
especially in attention to the scriptures, has 
caused many to stumble at this passage. Then 
observe. 

Ist. In the expression “the field is the 
world,” the word rendered world, in the Greek 
is kosmos, which is well & properly translated. 
2d. in the expression, “ the harvest is the end 
of the world,—so shall it be at the end of this 
world,” the word in the Greek, in both, is eri- 
on and signifies age or dispensation, which 
word is twice properly rendered by our trans- 
lation, Eph. 1i. 7, and iii, 21. The same word 
occurs in i Cor. x. 2. “ Now all these things 
happened unoto them for examples; and they 
are written fur our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the world (i, e. the age,) are come.” 
It occurs again, to the same purpose Heb. ix. 
26,“ but now once in the end of the world, 
fi. e, the age) hath he appeared to put away 





3p8 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 





sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 3d. The 
word rendered devil is diabolos, _ which like 


the word Satan signifies something adverse | 


or opposed, and is here “ the principle of evil 
personified.” See Rev. 12th, where the spirit 
of persecution, which appeared first in the 
Jewish, and afterwards in the Christian 
Church, called “heaven,” is called“ the great 
dragon, that old serpent, the devil (diabolos) 
and Saten, which deceiveth the whole world.” 
The word angelous here rendered angels, does 
in many instances mean no more than simply 
messengers ; thus, by the seven angels of the 
seven Churches of Asia, Rev. i, 20, no more 
was meant than the pastors,tnessengers,or bish- 
ops of those Churches. Mosheim* says those 
persons were. at first, stiled the angels of the 
Churches to which they belonged,but were afier 
wards distinguished by the name of bisops, 
or inspectors; a name borrowed from the 
Greek language, and expresses the principal 
part of the Episcopal function, which was to 
inspect into, and superintend the affairs of the 
Church, The text may then, be paraplirased 
thus ; ‘so shall it be at the end of this age, 
i, e. the Jewish, 
forth his angels, messengers, or inspeetors, and 
they shall gather out of his kingdom all things 
that offend and them who do iniquity 3 and shall 
east them into a furnace of fire ; there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth,’ If it is kept in 
mind that the ministry of our Lord was confin- 
ed wholly to the Jews, and that these parables 
were spoken to the multitude, verses 2, 3. 
The following obser vations will appear evident : 

ist. Our Lord, in this, as wellas the parable 
of the “ net,” in the same chapter, and of the 
same import, had his eye on Ez. xxii. 17—22. 
“ And the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying, Son of Man, the house of Israel is to 
me become dress ; all they are brass, and tin, 
and iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace 
they are even the dross of silver. Therefore 
thus saith the Lord God, because ye are al] be- 
come dross, behold therefore J will gather you 
into the midst of Jerusalem, Ag they gather 
silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, 
into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire 
upon it to melt it; so will I gather you in mine 
anger and in my fury, and will leave you there 
and mel: you. Yea, 1 will gather you, and 
blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye 
sholl be melted in the midst thereof. As silver 
i; »cledin the midst of the furnace, so shall 

be melted in the midst thereof ; {i. e. Jeru- 
sul m) and ye shall know that I the Lord have 
poured cut my fary upon you.” 

2d. This emblem‘is full pf instruction. For 
as ihe object of casting silver, and brass, and 


iron, and lead and tin, in the midst ofa furnace | 


to melt it, is to separate from them all the im- 


pure particles, so the object of gathering the | 


Jews in the midst of Jerusalem, the furnace in 
our tex:, was to punjsh them for their sins, and 
separaie fiom them their moral impurities.— 


| ty of the chastisemeént. 
' place at the destruction of Jerusalem, whicly 
| certainly confirms this view of the subject.— 


The Son of Man shall send | 





ger or fury, really and intrinsically, thana man 
who happened to find metal in pd ore! But 
the nation is employed to represent the severi- 


Such an eWntdid take 


$d. The ideas advanced are confirmed by the 
apostle who sets the subject beyond all.fair de, 
bate, 1 Cor. iii. 10—15. “ Accordi »-the 
grace of God which is given unto me as ® Wwis¢ - 
master-builder, I have laid the foundation and 
another buildeth thereon, But let every man © 
take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For 
other foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man 
build upon this foundation, gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, stubble ; Every man’s work 
shall be mace manifest: for the day shall declare 
it, because it shall be revealed by fire ; and the 
fire shall try every man’s work of whatsort it is. 
If any man’s work shall abide which he hath 
built thereupon, he shall receive a reward, If 
any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer 
loss ; but he himself shall be saved ; yet sv as 
by fire. This needs no further comment. 
Math, xxv. 1—13. The parable of the ten vir. 
gins, is the next passage, which from its famil- 
iarity and length, I need not transcribe, Here 
is an allusion to the Jewish nuptial ceremonies; 
and is applied to the apostles, who were the 
first fruits of the Gentiles, and the unbelieving 
Jews. Here it isthought, by some respectable 
divines, the message of John the Baptist is re- 
ferred to, in the expression, “ at midnight there 
was a cry made, behold the bridegroom cometh, 
go ye out to meet him,” but [ think itis a mistake, 
For, evidently, the same period is alluded to 
as in Mark xiii, 35, already noticed, “ watch 
ye therefore ; for ye know not when_ the mas- 
ter of the house cometh, at even, or at MIDNIGHT, 
or at the cock crowing or in the morhing.”— 
This appears confirmed by the last verse of the 
parable I am remarking-upon, which is nearly 
the same as that in Mark ;°“ Watch therefore, 
for ye know neither the day nor the hour where- 
in the son ofman cometh,” But John the Bap- 
tist had already come, and has finished his 
course, The attendants on the bridegroom, on 
his return to his house knew not the hour ofhis 
return, hence it was their duty to keep their 
“ lamp trimmed and burning.” So, the disciples 
were admonished by this figure to observe the 
approach of the last sign, which are all given 
by our Lord in the preceding chapter, when 


they would be obliged go “‘ out” of Jerusalem, 


and flee to the mountains for the preservation 
of their lives, for those were the ome of ven- 
geance while the Jews, who depended on Mo- 
ses for their light, whose dispensation had now 
emphatically “ gone out,” jn consequence o! 
their troubles, and dispersion among al! na- 
tions, and their unconquerable preter a- 
gainst the christians, experienced, in full, the 


fact, that God had “ given them the spirit of 


slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears 


And the Divine Being could feel no more an- | that they should not hear, that through theit 
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which is signified by the saying, “* and the door 
was shut.” ; 
Closely éonnected with this subject,and in the 
same chapter is the account of the sheep and 
goats,vers® 31 ,to the end.Haying considered this 
.. subject ‘Ih a sermon; which will probably, ere 
longjcome before the public, I shall give it no far- 
ther ftice here; than simply to shew, that it af- 
»Yords no proof of a judgment in anothier world. 
~ In doing this, let it be observed, ist, That our 


af 


© Lord denies he was coming in pérson, in chap- 


ier 24th, for his coming was to be as a ‘ light.’ 
His coming here spoken of then, is to be un- 
derstood in the same sense as the queen of the 
south, and the men of Ninevah, rising in judg- 
mént with, and condemning the Jews, and the 
patriar¢hs and prophets, sitting in the kingdom 
of God, before noticed. And it is both ration- 
al and seriptural to conclude, seeing our Lord 
says the word he has spoken the same shall 
judge them in the last day, that when his word 
{rad been faithfully preached “to every crea- 
ture which is under, heaven” which was done 
before Jerusalem was destroyed, all nations 
were before him in the true sense of the pas- 
sage. And the faith and unbelief of the peo- 

le, were the means of separating them, 2d. 
The expression “ Come ye blessed of my Fath- 
er’s, &c. only confirms what I have already ad- 
vanced on another subject; that no event had 
taken place in the long lapse of time to prevent 
these things taking place at the time and in the 


manner they were designed; they were pre- 
pared from the “ foundation of the world.”— 
And though there were those who were unjust 
and filthy, who were reserved to a day of judg- 
ment to be punished, they could not prevent | titudes, 
the introduction of the unsealed book or cove- | good claims to the epithet aionion, rendered 


aant. See Rev. xy. 10, 11, and 2 Cor. iii. 9 
—14, 

3d. We will now attend to the denunciation, 
‘¢ depart from me, “Ye. into everlasting 
fire prepared for, the devil and his angels.’” We 
have long been taughit-to believe, that God has 
prepared a place for the devil and his angels, 
and for all wicked men, in which to be punish- 
ed after. death forever ; and this text is believ- 
ed to describe that place. We are informed 
in the first chapter of Genesis, that God created 
the heayens and the earth, the seas and foun- 
tains of water, beasts, birds, fishes, and lastly, 
man. But we search in yain to find that any 
such place as hell or endless misery, was made 
or prepared for any being in the universe du- 
ring those six days in which, it is said the heav- 
ens and the earth were finished and all the host 
of em. The gubject isa total blank ! But in 
process of time, however, as names began to 
multiply, a place got an existence, Which ‘has 
since assumed the name of fell. This place 
was the “valley of Hinnom,” perhaps original- 
ly owned by a family of thatname. This val- 
ley lay near Jerusalem, in which the Ammon- 


Stes, the decendants of Benasmi, the son of the 


jull salvation might come to the Gentiles ;”! younger segs of Lot, erected an idol god 


called Moloch. 

To this idolthey offered sacrifices of various 
kinds ; all offered by fire, for which. purpose 
they are said to have kept a fire, constant 
burning. See Cruden’s Concordance, Art 
Tophet. This Ammonites idolatry had been 
carried on, long before the Jews were deliver- 
ed from their bondage in Egypt. The Jews 
at length, eg o> into idolatry with the 
Ammonites; Hence the rophet Jeremiah, 
chapter xix, made use of Tophet or the valley 
of Hinnom, from its wretchedness, abomina- 
tions and filth, as an emblem to represent the 
miseries and calamities of the Jews at the des- 
truction of their city and temple. Of this 
place our Lord speaks Math, xxiii, 15g in his 
reproofs to the people. “Wo unto you 
scribes, pharisees, hypocrites ! for ye compass 
sea and land to make one proselyte; and 
when he is made, ye make him two-fold more 
the child of hell (gehenna) than yourselves,” 
That is, their proselytes was two-fold more de- 
voted to the worship of Moloch in the valley 
of Hinnom. The text last cited proves, that 
Moloch had his messenyers, angels, or missiou- 
aries, even among the Jews. 

It should be recollected, that what are cals 
led gods in the Old Testament,. are, for the 
most part, called devils in the New. Thus 
Baalzebub, in 2 Kings, i. chapter, is by our 
translators called the prince of the devils, Matt. 
xii, 24 though the word in the original is not 
diabolos. It is not strange then, that Moloch 
should be called diabolos, considering the sense 





of the times, and the mighty influence that i- 
dol exerted over the minds of the deluded mul< 
This fire of gehenna certainly had as 


everlasting, as the Jewish covenant had which 


is often in scripture so qualified, as it had be n 
kept up much longer. I would ask then, were 
not the Jews deposited in this place by mira- 
cles ? None wil] dispute who read Jer, xix. and 
the fact is confirmed by Josephus, which ought 
to make infidels blush ! The Jews professed to 
keep the law, while, at the same time, they 
made it void through their traditions. ence 
they here called cursed, not only on account of 
their snpeayees wickedness, “ for it is writ- 
ten CURSED is every one that continueth not 
in all things which are written in the book of 
the law to do them.” 


*See Lev. xviii. 21, where the Jews are forbidden to 
let their Children pass through the fire to Moloch. 
(To be continued.) 

Among the greatest of all blessings, that of 
being contented with our lot, is one of the most 
desirable. Contentment with happiness is 
wealth—and'‘we haveevyery motive to be con- 
tent with our lot, from the reflection, that how- 
ever misérable we may imagine ourselves, there 
are others, ajthough unseen by us, more miser- 





able, 
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PROV) ALL ‘PHING. HOLD FAST THAT WHICH Is Goov 


Mr. Editor: 

It is at the solicitation of some friends that I 
uow send you a singular little production, which 
was gratuitiously sent 10 our post-office a few 
weeks since by the American tract society ; 
and also a copy of our reply to the same,— 
And if you should consider them suitable and 
proper for publication in your paper, we would 
like to have them inserted in the Advocate. to- 
gether with you remarks, if you think proper 
to make any on the subject, for we have re- 
ecived no answer to our queries, from this 
tract society, Yours, &c. 

A WONDER IN THREE WORLDS, 

A Wonder in three worlds !—--What can this 
mean! What can it possibly be!—Are you a 
Subbath breaker 2?—I hope not: but, if you 
are, you are that wonder ! 

You are a wonder in Heaven /—There all 
are so happy, that they wonder how you can 
profane that blessed day which is an emblem 
of heaven, and which the God of heaven has 
commanded to be kept holy; for they well 
know, that if you die a Sabbath-breaker, where 
they are, you can never come. 

You are a wonderupon Earth /—Ali true 














christians enjoy such holy pleasures on the 
Lord’s day, that they wonder at you, and mourn 
over you, asan enemy of God and your own 
soul, while you live in the breach of the sa- 
ered day. God is pleased to say, “ ye shall 
observe my Sabbaths. But ye say by your ac- 
tions, “I will not.” 

You are a wonder in Hell! /—Demons and 
Jost souls are so miserable, that they are aston- 
ished at you, as being so great an offender a- 
gainst him who could strike you dead ina mo- 
ment, and send you their place of torment. 

We read in the word of God, one in Hell, 
who was so miserable that he desired his five 
brethren might be informed of his >plorable, 
conditions, in order that they might escape the 
place of torment!! Be nolonger such a won- 
der! Approach the Saviour asa penitent sin- 
ner, then the Angels of God will rejoice with 
wonder, over “ one sinner that repenteth.”— 
Luke xv. 7. 

[ The following letter is deemed a sufficien 
notice of the’ foregoing specimen of orthodox 
duplicity. It was communicated to the society 
by a very respectable gentleman of Chautau. 
que County. |—£ditor. 

Portland. Chautauque County, Aug. 171th, 1826. 

Mr. Ebenezer Watson:—Dear Sir, a- 
mong the papers lately sent by your society to 
this post-office, urging upon us the observance 
of the Sabbath, there was a curious little pro- 





duction headed “ A wonder in three worlds,” 


wherein the Sabbath-breaker is represented as 
being the wonder of Heaven, Earta. ang 
Het!!! : 

Now as the scriptures enjoins it upon us, to 
observe and keep holy the seventh day f the 
week as the Sabbath, and our state law requirys 
us to observe the first; andas this diffv;-yce 
creates a considerable excit#ment in sociy, 
some contending strenuously for the observance 
of the first, and others for the» seventh da 
of the ‘week as the holy Sabbath; there. 
fore we wish your society or some one of them @ 
to write, and inform us which day of the weck is 
the Sabbath ? Whatinjunction rests upon usto 
keep. ove day rather than another? And also, 
where we get.such instructions ? And how it 
happens that we came to observe the first day 
of the week, when the scriptures require us to 
keep the seventh ? 

We thank your Society for telling us what 
the inhabitants of Heaven and Hell know and 
wonder at. Andif they would also_ please to 
tell us how they received such information from 
the upper and lower worlds, they would much 
oblige their most obedient friend and humble 
servant. C. 

To Mr. Ebenezer Watson corresponding 
secretary of the New York State Branch of the 
American Tract Society, at Albany, N. Y, 

REMARKS. 

How it happens that some of our orthodox friends 
are “ prone.to do evil as the sparks are to fly up- 
wards” is to us unaccountable, uuless we consent 
(however contrary to our wishes) to consider them 
like all other human beings,—-poor, miserable, blind 
mortals! At first, om reading the foregoing * wonder’ 
we had almost concluded that it was a ourlesque on 
the orthodex opinions of the day; but on a second 
reading the thought came into our mind that it was 
in fact a legitimate child of the “ New York State 
Branch of the American (a great pame, by the by.) 
Tract Society.” Ourreasons for entertaining this o- 
pinion are as follows : 

First: Vhe tract society has as much to say abou! 
heaven as any other society with which we have any 
acquaintance. Secondly. The members of said 
society have as large a share of earthly mindedness 
as the generality of christians—e. g. money, MONEY 
MONEY!! 

Thirdly, and lastly; they have more to do (in out 
humble opinion) with HWexv than all other good falks 
put together !! 


Nonsense.—We have before us a’ sheet, 0; 
handbill, headed, “* Albany Daily Advertiser, 
Extra—Oct. 12, 1826,” which, for folly, we 
have never seen eyualled from that respectable 
print. The handbill consist of a most doleful 
epistle from a most stupid and raving bigot, by 
the name of Gordon Hail, who, it seems, at 
the time of writing the letter was a Missionary, 
at Bombay. The letter is dated Feb. 1, 1826, 
and it appears that Mr. Hall died in seven 
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weeks after writing it; and really our only 
wonder is that he should have lived so long!— 
The editors of the Albany Daily Advertiser, in| 
a scrap which they have allowed some stupid | 
calvinist to prefix to the letter, as words of their | 
own, say: “ We think we are not inclined to: 
superstition, but we must regard this cvinci- 
denée as providential, giving to this letter the | 
awful interest of a voice from the tomb; or, 
*ather a voles: from God.” The letier, of 
course, is for money, and the blasphemer who 
penned the above extract, has the wickedness 
to call it * a voice from God!” There is noth- 
ing. that we know, which so totally depraves a 
man as this zealot, missionary fever ; which 
will drive its votaries to do or say any thing, 
and call it religion. In this case, because a 
booby (for his letter most fully proves him a 
booby) wrote a piece of senseless, raving, fel- 
ly, combined with much positive wickedness, 
just similar to what we hear at camp meetings 
and revival convucations, and then died in se- 
ven weeks, his nonsense and blasphemy are cal- 
led a voice from God!! Now, reader, sup- 
pose some former neighbor of yours had writ- 
ten his will and died in seven wecks: that cir- 
cumstance, as you see, would have rendered 
this will, a voice from the tomb, or from God, 
There was a Presbyterian wretch in Philadel- 
phia, we recollect, a few years since, who 
wrote “a voice from the grave ;” and had not 


the good fortune to die in seven weeks, but 
lived antil he was detected in the forgery, and 


was forced to own it, alihough a tract society 
had published the lie as “a solemn truth.” 
The editors are not quite clear in their puff 
that, because this letter was written seven 
weeks before the author’s death, it must there- 
fore have “the awfal interest of a voice from 
the tomb.”, We are ignorant of what kind of 
interest this “ awful interest” must be, for we 
never yet heard a voice from a tomb, although 
we have often been among them, at various 
hours of day and night. Bat, jesting aside, 
this idle practice of trying to give consequence 





to worthless folly, by phrases that have much 
sound but no meaning, has become so obsolete 
as now to raise a smile where, five years since 
it was regarded as inspiration. Such is the 
course public opinion has taken, in regard to 
these matters, that the friends of liberal and 
rational christianity have nothing to fear from 
such publications as we have before us. On 
the contrary, in proportion as they multiply, 
will be the march of intellect; for here, as in 
Spain, the trick of the actors has been discovered 
by the excess of zeal which has shown itself in 
the attempt at concealment. 

To justify the-harsh epithet, booby, which 
we have with perfect deliberation bestowed up- 
on this same Gordon Hall, we will add several 
extracts from his noted epistle, as they stand in 
the handbill before us : 

*‘ My dear christian friend, —Your love to your Re- 
deemer, your compassion for a lost world, and your 


men, oftea move you to call out; «* Watchmen, what 
of the night?” A dark, a longa gloomy, a woful 
night has settled upon our guilty race. _ It envelopes 
all. Its issues are too expanded, too tremendous to 
be comprehended by finite intellect.” 

This, reader, is the opening of the subject— 
the first paragraph of Gordon Hall’s Circular. 
He says the issues of a woful night are too ¢2- 
panded and tremendous to be comprehended by 
finite intellect. In reply, we must admit that 
the issues of Gordon Hall’s. brain are equally 
so; and if his statement be true we know not 
what we can do to help the matter. - Again: 

“We turn agaiu, and in other directions ask. 
+ Watchmen, what of the night?” Their mourning 
hearts heave the heavy sigh; and (he bitter lamerita-- 
tion breaks upon our ear; “the night is prolonged; 
the blackness of darkness still gathers uponit. The 
people see no light. They continue sitting in the 
region and shadow of death. ‘they stumble upcn 
the dark mountains.” 

No man ever stumbled upon a mountuin halt 
so dark as Gordon Hall’s intellect! 

* And is such the mournful condition of threc 
fourths of our race? Ab itis; itis.” 

Alas, and a lackaday, what will be done, for 
this poor creature, who sighs so lustily for mon- 
ey? “ah!” we know not! 

* Oh that my head were waters and mine eyes a 
fountain of tears, that I might weep day and nigh 
for my beloved fellow creatures, thus left to grope in 
darkness, and perish witheut hope; and for the 
churches too, whe look on, and behold this tremen - 
lous ruin of immortal souls, sweeping over a lone 
succession of generations, and yet make no more ef- 
fort to stay its awful progress !” 

And suppose Gordon Hall, were to weep 
day and night, who m the name of 
common sense would be the betier for it? 
That his head were waters, in a literal sensc, 
he had no reason to wish—his circular proves 
the fact. But when the impious wretch asserts 
that immortal souls are ruined, it raises the 
charitable hope lie wasinsane. Ruin of souls! 


| As well might one talk of the ruin or Jehovah!! * 


Now “for a new picture to put in the Bible: 

‘*s T should like to see a new chart of the earth ad- 
justed to a double scale of measuremert, one show- 
ing the comparative surface, and the other the com 
parative population of the different sections of the 
earth—all presenting a black ground, except those 
spots where the gospel is preached. And on a slip 
of white groand, I would have a note of reference to 
Mark, xvi 15, 15; and tiis I would have bound up 
in every bible, so as to face the same divine charge 
of Christ to his disciples. It might dc recommended 
to all church members, deacons, pastors, andtcachers 
of theology, to add to the note on the map. Roinans 
x. 14, 15, and Isaiah vi. 8, to the last clause; which 
latter clause I would have every student in theology, 
and young believer of good talents and education, 
print on bis chart in grand capitals; preceded bi 
LORD WHAT WILT THOU HAVE ME TO noe” 

What a noble plan this, for an engraving | 
We should. like much better to sce a chart of 
Mr. Hall’s intellect, adjusted only to a single 
scale of measurement. It would be a great cu- 
riosity. It was by some such stupid doh, we 





howels of mercy for your dying, perishing fellow 


presume, that the pictures were conceived we 
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#0 often see in Bibles ofa fabled being called 
the Devil. They usually put claws, forked 


 commisseration of his fellow men, than 


ly deserves or more 1 rpetually claims, ‘the 


this une 


tongue, and a tail with barbs like a fish spear! happy gentleman. His troubles are perpetual 
? 


A true picture of the authors of such folly would 
present little but zans ! : 

Enquiring for what we call “ poor and pious 
young men,” he says : 

’ « Where are the hundreds of students in theolo- 

gy? Where are the tens of hundreds of bloomihg, 
piuus, well educated youth, the professed followers 
of the Lamb? Is there none among you who have a 
Yove, a sympathy, a compassion, for all these your 
jong. neglected, your dying, your perishing fellow 
nen.” 

This enquiry after the moths of the country 
and of society, we can readily answer. They 
are devouring widow’s houses, while unemploy- 
ed; or hanging like mill-stones upon the necks 
of our colleges, embarrassing those seminaries 
by withholding the college funds, in the form 
of debts due and unpaid, and acting as spiritual 
spies and informers upon such students as have 
entered for the purposes of education, with 
Views of future usefulness to themselves and to 
science. 

Of “ dead” matters Mr. Hall says} 

“*O! remember, there is a dead love, a dead sym- 
pathy, a dead compassicn, as well as a dead faith ; 
being without works.” 

We donotremember all these, but sure we are 
that nothing could be more “ dead” than Gor- 
don Hall’s portion of common sense, at the 
time he wrote this “ circular.” 

Let us try another of Mr. Hall’s O's : 

“‘O contemplate on the cross, your blessed Sa- 
viour, tasting death for every man, and then survey 
the spiritual miseries and pruspects cf these millions 
of heathen souls dying in ignorance of that only 
name by which it is possible for them to be saved.” 

It must be labor lost to ask “what ef the 
night” of such a miserable object as this. If 
Christ tasted death for every man, what is to 
become of Gordon Hall’s dismal outcry respec- 
ting the heathen? But we must abandon the 
subject, as there is not a single line of argument 
or sense in the whole “ circular,” and our ex- 
tracts are already sufficiently numerous, we ap- 
prehend, for the taste of our readers. The 
circular was written, we are told, for publica- 
tion in this country, and a note appended to it 
requests it may appear in all the religious news- 
papers and magazines in the country. We 
hope it may be extensively circulated, not 
merely in such vehicles of dulness as the“ Wes- 
tern Recorder,” &c. but in papers that are gen- 
erally read by men of mind, science and reflec- 
tion. This would do more to bring such 
worthlessness into disrepute than could other- 
wise be effected, in thesame time. It contains 
many good ¢ezts for those that reflect, to quote 
when assailed by a beggar for missions—passa- 

es that would rid one of the begging nuisance. 
We repeat, let the foolish document be circu- 
lated.— Editor. 

Puor Mr. Hastings, of the Western. Record- 
er, is again in trouble, No man more constant- 





though various; and arise, in a great measure 
from the necessity he meets or feigns, of calling 
so many names for one and the same thing,— 


| When an.editor speaks in opposition to the 


views of this gentleman, he is “ impudent, yul. 
gar, wicked*—because his sentiments are 
gainst, the.views of the bigots who may reside 
near him. Reverse the case, and let one pubs 
lish in favor of Mr. Hastings, and against the 
wishes of his patrons, then it is that the editor 
“ has courage to come out.” 

But the most odd of all the freaks of this 
“ Theological mouthpiece” is his condemna, 
‘tion of penny contributions in churches. In his 
paper of the 10th inst. he is quite eloquent for 
him, and he even ventures a pun upon the oc- 
casion, “ the wicked creature.” 

He says: 

“« The solemnity of the place, compared with the 
smallness of the amount received, the secularity of 
its application, and the various general and personal 
inconveniences which ensue, has always induced us 
to wonder bow such a practice could ever have gain- 
ed footing in a Christian community.” 

Very well, Mr. Hastings—the “ secularity” 
of its, [the money’s] application, and the so- 
lemnity of the pian cause you to wonder. This 
*“‘secularity,” if our memories serve us, means 
“ attention to things of the present life.” Now 
let us look at another extract from the same ar- 
ticle in which we find the above, and in so do- 
ing we must keep in view this same “ attention 
to things of the present life.” Mr. Hastings 
says: 

“ But setting aside all other considerations, we 
will venture to assert, that wherever the practice 
prevails for any length of time, it will be seen to stin! 
the general charitics of the people, instead of aug- 
menting them; so that on the mere principle of secu. 
lar economy, it cought to be forever abandoned.” 

How wonderfully the tune is changed here! 
Mr. Hastings, at one moment,is sorry that penny 
gontributions are made in churches, because thé 
solemnity of the place and the secular purposes 
for which it is done, render the transaction 
wicked ; but before he has written twenty lines 
farther he lets out the fact, himself, that it is 
only because the sum is so small that it will 
prevent larger donations, and, therefore, we 
ought to introduce “ secular economy,” to pre- 
vent it! ‘Secular economy” should induce us 
to take more than a penny, in church, and 
« secularity” makes it wicked to receive exact- 
ly that sum ! 

We would not drive such a man as this into 
a corner, and so we leave him. fp feeble in- 
tellect should, perhaps, rather sécure for him 
the commisseration than the severity of others ; 
but still, if the Auburn Theological Seminary, 
and Western Education Society will have such 
a “mouthpiece” (this word is a favorite with 
Mr. Hastings, and we use it to accommodate 
his feelings) we are at liberty to rate him a lit’ 
tle, occasionally — Editor. 





